ADOPTED – JULY 28, 2026

AGENDA ITEM NO. 41

Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE BUDGET AMENDMENT FOR JUVENILE DIVISION 

ATTORNEY COSTS

RESOLUTION #26 – 373

WHEREAS, General Fund appropriations support statutorily required functions of the Juvenile Division, including the appointment of court-appointed legal representation for indigent children and parents in juvenile delinquency and child protective proceedings pursuant to MCR 3.915, which the Court is legally required to provide; and

WHEREAS, the adopted 2026 General Fund budget for statutorily required court-appointed legal representation for indigent children and parents is $669,662; however, total expenditures for 2026 are projected to exceed this amount by approximately 32 percent; and

WHEREAS, child protective filings have increased by approximately 36 percent in recent years, with petition volume during the first quarter of 2026 indicating this upward trend is continuing; and

WHEREAS, each child protective proceeding requires the appointment of multiple attorneys, including legal counsel for indigent parents and a Lawyer Guardian ad Litem to represent the child's best interests, resulting in substantially higher legal representation costs for each case; and

WHEREAS, the recent Judicial Resource Recommendations Report issued by the State Court Administrative Office identifies family, domestic relations, and juvenile case types as requiring substantially greater judicial resources than in prior years, reflecting the increasing complexity and resource demands associated with these proceedings; and

WHEREAS, the Juvenile Division received reimbursement through the State of Michigan's Child and Parent Legal Representation (CPLR) Program, which reimburses counties for costs associated with court-appointed legal representation for children and parents in child protective proceedings; and

WHEREAS, sufficient revenue from the Juvenile Division's 2025 Child and Parent Legal Representation (CPLR) reimbursement is available in account 101-285.007-501.000 to offset the projected deficit within the attorney fee expenditure line items.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes to amend the budget to appropriate additional revenue and expense of $151,503 to account 101-285.020-683.000, to be allocated among the attorney fee expenditure line items 101-285.020-814.000 through 101-285.020-814.090, to support statutorily required court-appointed legal representation for the remainder of the 2026 fiscal year.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Controller/Administrator is authorized to make any necessary budget adjustments consistent with this resolution.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Polsdofer, Willis, Peña, Cahill, Lawrence, Johnson

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Trubac, Schafer     Approved  07/16/26

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Morgan, Tennis, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Pratt, Maiville

          Nays:  None    Absent:  None     Approved  07/22/26
